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•̂  A a s h i n g t o n 

• ' - " ' ' ' ( ' - ' " - ' \ ^ LUGGAGE COl-ailTTEE UrAAilOUSLY RECOi.AEKDS 40 CENTS MINIAUM 

A unanimous recomm.endation f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a minim'om wage of 40 

c e n t s fin hour i n t h e m a n u f a c t u r e of l u g g a g e , l e a t h e r goods and women's handbags 

v/as f i l e d t o d a y w i t h Thomas A, H o l l a n d , . A d m i n i s t r a t o r , Wage and Hour D i v i s i c n , 

'• U. S . Depar tment of L a b o r , The recommenda t ion was made by a Committee e q u a l l y 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e p u b l i c and t h e employe r s a.nd employees of t h e i n d u s t r y . 

The Committee -.'-as --.inder t h e C h a i r m a n s h i p -o.f Joseph A, McCla in , J r . , Dean of t'he 

Schoo l of La-/--, " l a s l d n g t o n U n i v e r s i t y , S t . L o u i s , A i s s o - a r i , I f app roved by t h e 

A . d m i n i s t r a t o r a f t e r a piAolic h e a r i n g , t h e recommended minimum would i fncrease 

t h e h o u r l y '/.'age r a t e of a b o u t 12 ,500 of t h e .34,000 employed i n t h i s t y p e of 

m ianu fac tu r e . The d a t e of t h e h e a r i n g , a t v/hich any p e r s o n may a p p e a r , v / i l l be 

announced s h o r t l y by t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r . - , C 

The m a n u f a c t u r e of l uggage and l e a t h e r goods 'has been a t a 3.5 c e n t s an 

hour wage minimum r a t e s i n c e Januarj/- 6, 1 9 4 1 , a t which t ime app rox ima te ly / 4 , o 0 0 

em.ployees of t h e 17 ,000 emiployed i n th*-- i n d u s t r y . r e c e i v e d v/age i n c r e a s e s , A. 

35 c e n t s a.n hcu r minim.'am v.-age r a t e was e s t a b l i s h e d fo r t h e manufac t ' j r e of 

women's handbags J u l y 15 , 1940, a s a d i . v i s i o n of t h e A p p a r e l I n d ' a s t r y ; t h i s i n -

•' c r e a s e d t h e v/ages of some 5 ,000 of t h e 15 ,000 r / o r k e r s employed i n such manu

f a c t u r i n g . "' .,."'' •'•-.• 

,::;,. •.. In recoiii/nending a 4 0 - c e n t minim.um r a t e t o t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r , t h e Committee 

a d o p t e d a r e s o l u t i o n s u g g e s t i n g t h a t such a r a t e s h o u l d n o t become e f f e c t i v e 

b e f o r e t h e l'.'.st A-cnda;/ i n June or t h e f i r s t Fonday iti J u l y 1942 . The Committee 

v/as a l s o u n a n l n o u s in i t s r econ rnenda t ion t o th?- A d m i n i s t r a t o r t h a t " i f , a f t e r 

p r o p e r i n o u i r v , t h e A d n d n i s t r a t o r deems i t a d i d s a b l e , he h o l d o hearin,?: f o r t h e 

Luggage , L e a t h e r Goods and 'v/omen's Handbag I n d u s t r y t o c o n s i d e r t h e p rob lem of 
• ' , . * - , . , • - • • - . . , . . -

l e a r n e r s , " 
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