For Immediate Release R-1742
Febrvary 4, 1942
Us S. DEPARTMINT OF LABOR
YAGE AWD HOUR DIVISION
Vfashington
LUGGAGE COViITTEE URANIL CUSLY RECO:.MEKDS 40 CENTS MINILIUM
A unanimous recommendation for the establishment of a minimum wage of 40

cents an hour in the manufacture of luggage, leather goods and women’s handbags
wes filed today with Thomas We Holland, Administrator, Wage and Hour Division,
Us S« Department of Labore The recommendation was made by a Committee equally
representative of the public and the employers and employees of the industry.
The Committee was under the Chairmenship of Joseph Ae McClain, Jre, Dean of the

School of Lew, "Jashington University, St. Louls, VMissouri. If approved by the

Administrator after a public heering, the recommended minimum would ¥ncrease
the hourly wage rate of about 12,500 of the 34,000 employed in this type of

manufactures The date of the hearing, at which any person may appear, will be
anmounced shortly by the Administrator.

The menufacture of luggage and leather goods has been at a 35 cents an
hour wege minimum rate since January 6, 1941, at which time approximately 4,500
employees of the 17,000 employed in the industry received wage increases, A
35 cents an hour minimum wage rate was established for the manufacture of
women's handbags July 15, 1940, as a division of the Apparel Industry; this in-
creased the weges of some 5,000 of the 15,000 workers employed in such menu-

facturing.

In recommending a 40-cent minimum rate to the Administrator, the Committee

adopted a resolution suggesting thet such a rate should not become effective
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